
NURSERY LONG TERM OVERVIEW FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

These statements show the typical level of development in Mathematics for nursery children.  The statements are benchmarked to enable teachers to 
assess the rate of learning and development and to plan next steps.  They will also enable staff to track children’s progress towards the end of year 
requirements.  Shape, Space and Measure is included as children’s development of space, measures and spatial awareness contributes significantly to 
mathematical development and learning.  Throughout the year children will develop their learning through a mix of child-led and directed play activities. 
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Key Skills Overview 

 AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 
NUMBER/NUMERICAL 

PATTERNS 
To begin to join in with counting rhymes and 
songs. 
To begin to use gestures and number names to 
count objects and actions. 
To begin to sort objects by colour/size/shape etc 
To begin to know when two sets are ‘the same’. 
To begin to subitize to 2. 
To develop an understanding of ‘how many?’ 
(cardinal principle) 
To be aware of numbers in the environment. 
To begin to represent numbers using fingers or 
marks. 
To begin to develop an awareness of ‘more’. 

To recite numbers to 5. 
To continue to learn counting rhymes and songs. 
To count up to 3 objects with one to one 
correspondence. 
To begin to subitize to 3. 
To show finger numbers up to 3. 
To be able to link numerals to amounts up to 3. 
To begin to identify familiar numbers in the 
environment. 
To begin to understand the language of ‘more 
than’ and ‘fewer than’. 
To experiment with their own symbols and marks. 
To talk about patterns around them eg. Spotty, 
stripy, etc. 
To be able to extend and create ABAB patterns. 
To notice and correct an error in a repeating 
pattern. 

To recite numbers to 10. 
To continue to learn counting rhymes and songs. 
To count up to 5 objects with one to one 
correspondence. 
To continue to subitize up to 4 
To show finger numbers to 5 and above. 
To be able to link numerals to amounts up to 5. 
To begin to compare quantities using ‘more than’ 
and ‘fewer than’. 
To say when two groups have the same amount 
of objects. (up to 5) 
To begin to solve real world problems using 
numbers up to 5. 
To identify numerals in the environment. 
To represent numbers using marks, fingers or 
digits. 

MEASURE, SHAPE 
AND SPACIAL 
THINKING 

To talk about and identify patterns around them. 
To be able to fit shapes into simple inset puzzles 
and shape sorters. 
To build simple constructions with blocks. 
To begin to compare objects in relation to size. 
To fill and empty containers. 
To explore and talk about 2D shapes in the 
environment. 
To make patterns and pictures using 2D shapes. 
To understand some positional language: ‘on’ ‘in’. 
To develop an awareness of the days of the week. 
To be aware of simple routines of the day eg. Day 
and night/ Lunchtime/Hometime. 
To begin to ask questions about the routine and 
what is happening next. 

To begin to complete more complex jigsaw 
puzzles. 
To be able to compare two objects in relation to 
size using ‘long’ and ‘short’. 
To explore capacity by filling and emptying 
containers and using the vocabulary ‘full’ /’empty’ 
To name some 2D shapes (circle and square) 
To use 2D shapes in their own creations and talk 
about the shapes they have used. 
To select shapes appropriately for building. 
To talk about shapes using some mathematical 
language eg. Flat, pointy, corner, straight, round. 
To begin to use propositions ‘in’  ‘on’ and ‘under’. 
To begin describe a simple route/location. 
To begin to understand ‘now’ and ‘next’. 

To make comparisons between objects relating to 
size, length, weight and capacity. 
To begin to use language such as ‘longer’, 
‘shorter’, ‘the same’. 
To begin to identify shapes in the environment. 
To begin to make meaningful pictures and 
arrangements with shapes. 
To combine shapes to make new ones. 
To begin to ask questions about differences and 
similarities they have observed. 
To talk about the routine of the day using 
language like ‘before’ and ‘after’. 
To understand position ‘in’ ‘on’ ‘under’ through 
words alone. 
To discuss routes and locations using words like 
‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
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